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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a sputtering device free from arcing at a 
screening electrode. 

SOLUTION: A screening electrode 4, set at an earth potential, is arranged 
around a target electrode 1 1 and a sputtering target 12 disposed on the target 
electrode 1 1 . When the screening electrode 4 is provided with a potential 
controller 5 and voltages of electropositive potential and electronegative 
potential are intermittently superimposed on the earth potential, a plasma 8 
can be introduced into the position between the sputtering target 12 and the 
screening electrode 4. As a result, the electric charge of the insulating 
material accumulated on the surface of the screening electrode 4 can be 
removed. It is preferable to intermittently apply a high frequency voltage on 
the screening electrode 4 because the plasma 8 can be stably maintained. 
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